Preface

It has long been appreciated that the under-
graduate course in medicine cannot do more
than lay the basis for further training, and that
the newly-qualified doctor must undergo a fur-
ther period of general training, followed by the
appropriate specialist or vocational training,
before commencing independent practice.
There are, however, wide differences of opinion
on what the undergraduate student should be
expected to know, and this is nowhere better
illustrated than by the variations in the time al-
located to pathology in the curricula of medical
schools. Clearly the authors of textbooks of
pathology are faced with a problem, both in the
selection of topics to be included and in the
depth of treatment of each topic. The purpose
of this book is to provide a text suitable for both
undergraduate students and for doctors train-
ing or practising in various specialties, includ-
ing junior trainees in pathology. It contains
more than will be assimilated by most under-
graduate students during their formal course in
pathology, and students using it should receive
guidance from their teachers on which topics
deserve their closest attention. 1 hope it will
continue to be of use throughout the clinically-
oriented part of the curriculum and during sub-
sequent training.

A brief introductory chapter defines patho-
logy, explains iis central position in medical
education, ami describes its importance in
patient care and in the advancement of medical
knowledge, The remainder of the book is di-
vided into two main sections 'general' and
'systematic' patholog>,

The twelve chapters on 'general* pathology
describe pathological processes of fundamental
importance mechanisms and effects of cell in-
jury, the inflammatory response to injury, heal-
ing ami repair, ihe physiology of the immune
response and its beneficial and harmful con-
sequences, infection and host parasite relation-
ships, local and general disturbances of blood
How, and ihc causation, types and behaviour of
tumours. It is in some of these basic processes
that advance has been most rapid, and indeed
this has necessitated production of this edition

earlier thanlftfS^egn intended. The accounts of
the cellular basis of immune responses and of
the causation of tumours have been very largely
rewritten and most of the other chapters have
been changed considerably. These basic pro-
cesses are applicable to a wide range of species
and although they are, where possible, illus-
trated by human material, much of the text is
based on the results of experimental work. The
sixe of the general chapters has been determined
not just by the clinical importance of the phy-
siological and pathological processes they de-
scribe, but also by the amount of firm infor-
mation that can usefully be imparted to stu-
dents and trainee doctors. For example, the
mediators of the inflammatory reaction and the
basis of neoplasia are both subjects of consider-
able practical importance, but knowledge on
them is still very limited and larger accounts
would, I believe, be more likely to confuse than
help the student. By contrast, the immunity sys-
tem and its abnormalities are still relatively un-
important as the basis of primary illness in
man, and yet they merit detailed consideration
because they continue to be the subject of rapid
scientific advance. In spite of our efforts at brev-
ity, it has not been possible to avoid some in-
crease in the length of the general section,
which I hope will be of use to medical students
and to biological scientists in general.

The "systematic' section consists of fourteen
chapters, each devoted to the more important
diseases of man which affect a particular organ
or system the heart, lungs, blood and hae-
mopoietic tissues, alimentary system, etc.
Emphasis has been placed on the aetiology of
those diseases, and their structural changes and
effects on function, together with brief clinico-
puthological correlations, livery effort has
been made to update these chapters. A section
has been added on dental and related oral
pathology, while the disorders of the mate and
female reproductive systems have been rewritten
as separate chapters with a brief account of
sexually-transmitted diseases placed approp-
riately between them, Multi-authorship bus
been of particular value in the systematic chap-